
Module 2
Picture description task
 
Part 1



How to make the maximum of a single picture



Introduction

In this module you will learn

● How to talk about a picture in an exam

● What mistakes you should avoid

● Complete sentences to study and use  

● A step-by-step guide to your picture description strategy. 



Picture description task 

This task is the easiest one if you know what to do with it.

But unfortunately, a lot of students just don't understand what this task is 
about.

They talk only about the things they see in the picture and they get stressed 
when they don’t know the word from a little thing they can see in the picture.  

Be different from the others, be CREATIVE! Do it differently. 

That's the key to your success. 



Picture description task 

In this part of the exam you can usually choose from 2 or 3 pictures. 

Choose the one which you think is closer to your world. 

The examiners want you to talk about the picture for at least 3 minutes. 

They don’t really want to ask you any questions because they are interested 
in your thoughts, associations and feelings about the picture and how you 
can say them in English. 



Picture description task 

A lot of students don’t practise enough for this part of the exam and fail 
because they don’t really know what to talk about. 



What NOT to do 

1.

First of all, forget all about the ‘In this picture, I can see a table and a chair’ 

thing.

* Don’t list the things you can see because it’s boring.



1.

This task is not about describing -  let's say - the man and the woman in the 
picture.

* Don’t talk about their appearance.  

* Forget about telling the examiner what the people in your picture 
are wearing.

What NOT to do 



They don't want to 
hear that. 



What TO DO 
Here's what the examiners want you to talk about during the picture description task

2.

You can start by telling the examiner 
what you can see in a general way.

For example: 

In this picture I can see a young man 
taking notes at a meeting. 



What TO DO 
Here's what the examiners want you to talk about during the picture description task

Don't start listing all the things 
and people you see in the picture.

Don't go into little details.

In the beginning, only talk about 
what's happening in the picture.

The people are talking about their 
business. 



What TO DO 
Here's what the examiners want you to talk about during the picture description task

3.
Try to figure out what the MEANING of 
the picture is.

Believe me, the examiners will love the 
way you do the intelligent guessing like:

I think they might be talking about how 
they can be more successful. Or maybe 
they are arguing about their plans.



Let your ideas fly like an 
eagle, 
and it's not a big problem if 
your ideas sound stupid.



4.
After talking about what's 
happening in the picture and 
guessing about the people's 
feelings and thoughts, you 
should think like a teacher. 

Look at the picture again 
and try to figure out the 
exam topic the examiner 
wants you to talk about.

Exam topic



Exam topic

Look at this picture for example. 

What's the exam topic in your 
opinion? 



Exam topic

Yes, it's modern technology. 

Now you can start talking about this 
topic in general - why it is 
important, etc.

We will talk about the exam topics 
later on. And you will also study 
these topics, so there won't be any 
surprises for you. 



The picture and YOU

5.

Finally, talk about how 
the picture and the topic 
of the picture are part of 
your life.
* How do YOU feel about 
this?
* What do YOU think 
about this?
* What would YOU do in 
a situation like this? 



What TO DO 
Tell lies 

If you can't relate to the picture in any 
way, simply TELL A LIE.

Believe me, the examiner won't know if 
you like riding horses or not or if you 
prefer skiing to snowboarding. They will 
forget all about you after the exam, and 
they won't even remember your face.

So don't be shy and tell them as many 
lies as you can. They won't realize. 



If you follow my advice about 
describing pictures in exams, 
you will be able to talk about any 
picture for at least 3 minutes. 



Sample Task

Now let’s look at the two pictures again. 

But don’t forget to think about these things: 

● What’s happening in the picture?

● Make intelligent guesses about the situation.

● Think about the exam topic.

● Think about how the picture is connected to YOUR life. 



Sample Task

1. What’s happening in the picture?

In this picture I can see a young man 

taking notes at a meeting. 

There are five people sitting around a 

table with notebooks in front of them.

The people are talking about their 

business.  



2. 
Make intelligent guesses about the 

situation

The place looks very much like a 
meeting room in an office to me. 

I think the people might be talking 
about how they can be more 
successful. 

Sample Task



2. 
Make intelligent guesses about the 

situation

I can't say for sure, but they might 
be arguing about their plans in a 
relaxed way. 

Sample Task



3. 
Think about the exam topic

Relaxed atmosphere is one of the 
most important working conditions. 

These people can express their 
opinion at meetings and they can 
come up with creative ideas. 

Sample Task



3. 
Think about the exam topic

Apart from a relaxed atmosphere, a 
reasonable salary is also a very 
important working condition. 

Higher salary can motivate 
employees to work harder and be 
more loyal to the company. 

Sample Task



Sample Task

4. 
Think about how the picture is 

connected to YOUR life

I also would like to work for a 
company like this where I can talk 
about my views, ideas and plans in 
a relaxed way. 



Sample Task

4. 
Think about how the picture is 

connected to YOUR life

I’d like to be a graphic designer 
working for a multinational 
company one day.  



Sample Task

4. 
Think about how the picture is 

connected to YOUR life

In my opinion, if you work for a 
multinational company, you get a 
higher salary and also a lot of fringe 
benefits like transportation benefits 
or employee meals. 



Sample Task

4. 
Think about how the picture is 

connected to YOUR life

All in all, I believe these people 
have a good job, understanding 
managers and they seem to like 
their job and this is why they can 
come up with brilliant ideas at 
meetings.  



See how my ideas are flying 
high?
This is exactly what you need 
to do with the picture you get 
during the exam. 



For a number of 
useful phrases and 
sentences please 
start Part 2 as soon 
as you have another 
20 minutes to study. 

See you again in 
Part 2. 

This is the end 
of Part 1


